In the title compound, [KTb(C 6 H 4 NO 2 ) 4 (H 2 O)]Á2.5H 2 O, each Tb 3+ centre is coordinated by four N and five O atoms from five distinct picolinate ligands in a geometry resembling a highly distorted tricapped trigonal prism. One of the ligands establishes a skew bridge between neighbouring Tb 3+ centres, leading to the formation of one-dimensional anionic polymeric chains, {[(C 6 H 4 NO 2 ) 4 
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The crystalline structure of the title compound contains a single crystallographically independent Tb respectively (see Figure 1 and Table 1 ).
As usually found in related compounds (see for example: Soares-Santos et al., 2006; Sendor et al., 2003; Starynowicz, 1993; Jian-Fang et al., 1996) , all pic − ligands are coordinated to the Tb 
Experimental
Starting materials were purchased from commercial sources and were used as received without further purification. The title compound has been prepared by adding an aqueous solution (5 ml) of 
Refinement
Hydrogen atoms attached to carbon were located at their idealized positions and were included in the refinement in riding-motion approximation with isotropic displacement parameters fixed at 1.2 times U eq of the carbon atom to which they are attached. The five crystallographically unique water molecules of crystallization were directly located from difference Fourier maps and refined successfully using anisotropic displacement parameters. All H atoms associated with the water molecules were geometrically positioned (and not refined) with O-H distances in the range 0.85-0.89 Å and U iso fixed at 1.5 times U eq of the oxygen atom to which they are attached.
Figures Fig. 1 . Schematic representation of a fragment of the title compound, emphasizing the coordination environment of the crystallographically unique Tb centre, showing the labelling scheme for all atoms composing the first coordination sphere. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 30% probability level and H atoms associated with the water molecules are represented as spheres with arbitrary radii. All H-atoms bound to carbon were omitted for clarity. Symmetry code used to generate equivalent atoms (represented in the ball-and-stick mode): 
Special details
Experimental. Please see the details in the main paper 
